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Complaint 

On 30 January 2016, the Standards Committee of this authority considered a complaint in relation to 

the conduct of Councillor David Brenton, a member of Torridge District Council. 

The complaint relates to an allegation that Councillor Brenton has disclosed information to the press 

which the Council deemed to be exempt in nature in breach of the Members Code of Conduct. The 

allegations potentially constitute a breach of Paragraph 5 (disclosure of confidential information), 6 

(leading the Council to be in breach of legislation) & 7 (having regard to advice provided to you by 

the Council’s officers) of the Code of Conduct for Members. 

Decision 

The Standards Committee considered the facts and found that: 

 The Community & Resources meeting on 23 May had properly entered into Part II (Closed 

Session). 

 That Councillor Brenton had seconded the motion to enter Part II and had voted 

accordingly. 

 That information thereby classified as exempt or confidential was released by Councillor 

Brenton to the press soon after the relevant meeting without consent. 

Having considered the evidence before it, as well as the written and verbal representations of 

Councillor Brenton and his legal representative, the Standards Committee found that Councillor 

Brenton had breached the following provisions of the Torridge District Council Code of Conduct for 

Members: 

 Paragraph 5 (i): You must not disclose information given to you in confidence by anyone, or 

information acquired by you or provided to you by the Council which you believe, or ought 

reasonably to believe, is of a confidential nature or is capable of being treated as 

confidential. 

 Paragraph 7: You must have regard to any relevant advice provided to you by the Council’s 

officers and other external bodies or officers. 

Sanctions 

In light of the above findings, the Standards Committee resolved to impose the following sanctions: 

 To issue a censure to Councillor Brenton; 

 To report the findings of the Standards Committee 30 January 2017 meeting to Full Council; 

 Recommend to Councillor Brenton’s Group Leader that Councillor Brenton is removed from 

Torridge District Council’s Standards Committee. 
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